
I remember the first day that I came to Taiwan as it was yesterday. 

Everything started the 22
nd

 of August. I landed in Taipei with my friend 

Carmela, we slept one night in Taipei and on the following morning we 

took a train to Hualien. Oh my God the weather is toooo hot!! This was the 

first thing I said when I arrived to the hostel in Taipei. As we had a big 

luggage, at the reception the stuff told us that they were going to help us at 

morning with the luggage because elevator was going to be repaired. When 

we woke up, instead of finding a guy from the stuff that were going to help 

us, we found a piece of paper which said “Dear Sir and Madam, we don’t 

have too much stuff so we cannot help you, we are so sorry” 

 

At that moment we still didn´t know about the super high security that 

characterized Taiwan, so we didn’t trust in people to help us with the 

luggage. As we needed a lot of time, we lost the train that we had booked 

and we had to take a 4 hours train from Taipei to Hualien. The day didn’t 

finished, by mistake, we got off the train one stop before Hualien, so we 

had to wait there for the next train until Hualien. And yeah, our first day 

didn’t finish there, once we arrived to Hualien train station, we took a taxi 

for going to the hostel in Hualien (as we came in advance, we spent 3 

nights in a hostel in Hualien), we didn’t have internet yet and we didn’t 

know the address of the hostel, the only thing that we knew was the name 

(the Chinese name in our super good mixed Chinese-English-Spanish 

pronunciation) and that the hostel was at the city center. When we said the 

name of the hostel to the taxi driver, he told us in a poor English “I know, I 

know”, but after a while, we were very far from Hualien, he was taking us 

to a hostel at the mountains, going through Taroko National park. We 

started to say to the driver that we thought that he was going on the wrong 

way, but he didn’t understand any single word we were saying. Carmela 

and me decided that what we had to do was to come back to the train 

station in Hualien, find a place with wifi and check the address of the 

Hostel. We tried to explain it to the taxi driver but of course, he couldn’t 

believe that we wanted to come back to the same place he picked up us. 

Thanks God, after a long while, he understood us. Once we came back and 

found a place with wifi, we took a taxi and went straight to the hostel. The 

stuff was very nice, breakfast was included and the rooms were very nice. 

 

Probably it has been the only bad experience that I have had in Taiwan 

(actually, I wouldn’t say it was a bad experience, just a funny experience 

that now I laugh a lot about it). After this first day, I just can say good 

things about my experience in Taiwan. We were so lucky that two people 

from my home university came here last semester because they introduced 

us some people before we came to Taiwan. The second day in Hualien, we 

met Asunción Martinez and Andrés Obregón, one of the best people I have 



ever met. They have helped us since the very first moment. They 

introduced us their friends and they helped us to find a nice 

accommodation. After these 3 days in Hualien, we move to our 

accommodation in Zhixue and we started to do all the administrative stuff 

for the University. Since it was still August, Zhixue was empty, totally 

different landscape that the one you can find during the academic year at 

12:00 am.  

 

Because we arrived in advance, we didn’t have class during one week, so 

we went to the river, to the beach… and in our first weekend, we went to a 

pub in Hualien were my friend Evan is the DJ, we really enjoyed there and 

it became in our favorite place to hang out on Saturday’s nights. When 

classes started, I enrolled, apart from my required courses, in two extra 

courses from the English department, just to make friends. The best place 

to meet Taiwanese people that can speak well English is at the English 

department. I met a lot of friends in these classes, not only from Taiwan but 

also from China Mainland, Africa and all over the world. It was very easy 

to meet people in these classes because these classes were focused on the 

Speaking, so we spent the whole class chatting. Apart from Carmela and 

me, three more people from Spain came to NDHU as exchange students but 

Carmela and me were the only ones that have spent here one whole year, 

the others only spent the autumn semester. The fact that we were the only 

five Spanish people in NDHU become us very good friends, being so far 

from your place, nobody understands your feelings as well as your 

compatriots. In fact, I don’t have any sibling but I consider Carmela as my 

sister. I started working on my thesis around October. I am from the 

Electrical Engineering department and I am the only foreigner in my 

department. They are very nice with me and they always try to help me as 

much as the can. I am also interested in Business Administration so during 

this year I have enrolled in two courses from the International MBA 

program. Also I have studied Chinese 3 hours per week, and now I can say 

some easy sentences. I really love learning Chinese but it needs so much 

time if you want to be quite fluent. 

 

After dinner I used to go to the gym, it is my favorite time for exercising 

and it seems to be the same for lots of people because the gym is totally full 

at this time. But the atmosphere is really good. There are students that are 

completely experts about fitness and they are always willing to help me and 

to give me good advices. 

 

The semester continues being perfect, studying, friends, sports, going to 

party in Taipei… because we are students and we cannot spend too much 

money, when we went a party in Taipei, in order to don’t pay 



accommodation, we usually took a train before the party and after the party, 

we used to take the first train for coming back to Zhixue. 

 

In winter vacations we went to Vietnam and Philippines, such a wonderful 

places. I didn’t know too much about these places but I really enjoyed there. 

Being in Taiwan, I thought traffic was crazy here and that there were a lot 

of motorbikes. However, when I went to Vietnam it was a surprised that 

there were much much more motorbikes than in Taiwan, you cannot even 

cross on the streets.  

 

After this landscape surrounded by motorbikes, it was so comfortable to 

relax on the paradisiac beaches in Philippines. People were very warm 

there, we practicing scuba diving, snorkeling sun bathing… such a paradise. 

After having spent one whole semester in Zhixue, coming back here was 

like coming back home, very nice feeling. The semester started and I 

realized how happy I was here in Taiwan so I decided to try to find a job 

here. Luckily I have found a good job about engineering and I will start 

working in September.  

 

In the middle of the semester we went for one week to Hong Kong. And 

honestly, although it is said that Hong Kong is one of the most 

sophisticated places in Asia and even all over the world, being there I 

realized how much I like Taiwan. The people, the culture… people always 

smile at you and they are always willing to help you, this is a very good 

country and I am sure that coming here has been one of the best decisions I 

have ever taken.  

 

This second semester was a little bit more stressful because apart from my 

classes, I spent a lot of time trying to find a job and also working on my 

Thesis. But I have been able to find time to hang out with my friends and to 

enjoy although I was very busy.  

 

I don’t know how my life will continue in Taiwan, if I will be as happy as I 

am now, but I am sure about one thing, Taiwan will always have a place in 

my heart.  


