
My Taiwanese experience 
 
  
The reason why I decided to come to Taiwan, is because in my home university I study                 
Chinese. Fortunately, our teacher is Taiwanese and told us how interesting it would be              
to make the exchange here in Taiwan. 

I consider that this whole adventure began when I decided to come.  Honestly, I take my                
time to meditate on the decision because it is not so easy to go live on the other side of                    
the world, in an unfamiliar country with a culture and traditions that you don't know.               
 And it is precisely that reason, why I decided to do it. The next step was to apply to be                    
accepted into the NDHU. It was a long wait, but I was finally accepted! Now was the                 
time of preparation. We had to find a place to live, getting a visa, medical examinations,                
registration forms ... It was a bit tedious process, but necessary. It is important to               
highlight the role of volunteers provided by NDHU, they helped us a lot, especially with               
the accommodations. 

The university offered us the option of staying in rooms on campus (dorms). However,              
we preferred to find a home out of this since we were four, and I was the only guy, so                    
we should have separated into different buildings. In addition, we preferred to have a              
room for each one of us, to have a little more privacy. That's why our volunteers sought                 
and found different options until you find the perfect place for us.  

 
When we arrived, on September 4, one of our volunteers was waiting for us in Hualien.                 

He helped us ordering a taxi, we bought dinner and took us to our new home. Those                 
early days were difficult for me, my credit card didn't work, so I was in a totally                 
unknown country with no money. Fortunately, as I said earlier, we were four classmates              
and friends who were coming together so they left me money until I could solve the                
problem.  Zhixue first impressions were not very good, we only had a street full of               
restaurants, a couple supermarkets and hairdressers. Luckily it was only the first            
impression, everything changed when I started to feel this place as my new home. 

The first few weeks before school started, we could use it to discover a little Taiwan, so                 
we hiked the natural park of Taroko and even traveled to the capital to do some                
sightseeing. Fortunately, we met a couple of guys from Spain, which also presented us              
with another girl from their university, we began to have a group of friends.  

 

 

 



 
When beginning to approach the date that the school start, we had to make another                

registration process, this seemed a bit complicated, we had to go from building to              
building, without really knowing where we were and doing things we don't understood             
at all. The language problem complicated the process because not everyone spoke            
English. A website to choose other subjects was difficult to understand and we also had               
problems with our university in Spain forcing us to enroll in some subjects could not get                
found on the web. Finally, everything was sorted out and came the day of the               
introduction in college, where we received a lecture explaining the basic things we             
needed to know about the university. It was there that we met two American guys who                
we hosted in our group of friends, since then we were a pack of 8, a good team with                   
whom I have shared many experiences and unforgettable adventures. 

A very useful thing of NDHU is the first week of classes, which can attend different                
classes to finish deciding which subjects would choose as the registration period is still              
open.  
After this came the longest period of this experience, the stage of classes. Our calendar,                

with my group of friends, was based on going to school on weekdays and hiking on                
weekends. Nature in Taiwan is amazing, that's why many weekends we rented bikes             
among all and we were going to explore, sea, lake, river, waterfalls, mountains,             
wherever ... I also remember a funny weekend, in which we were doing hitchhiking to               
Taipei. Many people say it's crazy, it is very dangerous and we should not do it. But I                  
must say that I have felt in Taiwan safer than ever, local people are very friendly and                 
always willing to help. In all these months I have never had a bad experience with theft                 
or any other crime. 

There is a issue that made much my experience, it was the loss of a family member,                 
that's why i went back to Spain for couple of weeks. I can only say good things and                  
thank the support and understanding of the college teachers, they did not put any              
problem, which helped me a lot and make it easier for me. I just had to fill out a                   
document explaining the reason for the class absence.  

 
On the way back it was hard to re-adapt, largely by the family problem, but also                 

because of seeing my family in Spain and having to say goodbye to them again to return                 
to what was now my house . 

On the other hand, adaptation to food was also difficult because here the food is based                
on rice and noodles, and I'm used to have a more varied diet. Luckily my group of                 
friends helped me to follow forward and continue the experience, encouraging me to do              
more things and making this experience  one of the bests of my live.  

 



 
In early December I was fortunate to receive a visit from my girlfriend, with whom I                 

spent a week touring Taiwan. I could see places like Jiufen, Tainan, Kaohsiung, Hualien              
and Taipei Zoo. Taiwan seems to me an amazing place, incredible natural landscapes in              
addition to a cultural wealth. 

 

Another remarkable event in this experience was Christmas and the Western New year,             
as are dates which in Spain usually we spend holiday time with family and celebrate.               
This year however I could enjoy a completely different experience, in which me and all               
my friends here, organize dinners and parties together to make us feel like our hollydays               
back home.  

 
Finally, the time of the exams arrive, which has been sad dasy not only for the hours of                   

study, but also because this meant that my experience in Taiwan was already coming to               
the end. Goodbyes and preparations began, here is where I am now. With a bittersweet               
feeling of sadness for leaving, buta happiness to have been able to live this great               
adventure. 

 


