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・Daily Life 

This is the first time that I come to Taiwan. About daily life, there are 3 things that I didn’t know 

before and I was surprised at. They are the things about language, size of university and price. First, 

about language, I thought Taiwanese people can speak both English and Japanese a little because 

Japanese people who have been to Taipei told me it. However, I noticed that is not correct and feel 

very strongly Chinese is very important language in Taiwan. Especially, in Hualien there are only a 

few Japanese and foreigners, so many Taiwanese people speak only Chinese everywhere. I knew that 

Hualien is very different from Taipei, although both of them are in Taiwan, I was very surprised at it. 

However, I studied Chinese very hard and I tried to speak Chinese in daily life as possible as I can, and 

I can check whether my Chinese is correct or not, and sometimes they can understand my Chinese, so I 

could enjoy and like to study Chinese. Second, about size of university, the size of Dong Hwa is much 

bigger than my image and I haven’t seen university like this in Japan. Dong Hwa University have 

many exchange students and many departments, so I can meet a lot of people in this university and it’s 

a good thing for me. Third, about the price of things, I felt everything is cheap in Taiwan, and I could 

notice that Japanese price is very expensive in Asia countries. I didn’t know this before, and I could 

think about Japan in the world when I could notice this. If I was in Japan, I cannot notice this. This is 

good experience for me. This is why, I’m happy I can come to Hualien and Dong Hwa University, and 

I want to recommend this university to junior students in my university. 

・Culture 

About Taiwanese Culture, there are 3 things that I haven’t seen before. They are night market, New 

year and how to throw away garbage. First, about night market, Japan don’t have it, so I didn’t know 

about it at first. Taiwan has many night markets and we can eat a lot of Taiwanese food and all of them 

are very cheap, and this culture is interesting for me because I can know many Taiwanese culture by 

going to night market. Second, about New year, I could know that it’s not important to celebrate New 

year in January and it’s important to celebrate it in February in Taiwan and China. It is very different 



from Japan and I can learn how to celebrate New year in Taiwan and I can also know about history of 

Taiwan. Actually, Japan has New year’s holiday, but Taiwan don’t have. That is very surprising for me 

and I am sad I cannot celebrate New year in Taiwan in February. Third, about how to throw away 

garbage, I knew Taiwan doesn’t have garbage station and Taiwanese throw away garbage to garbage 

car by themselves. This is very different from Japan. Also, separation of garbage in Taiwan is very 

strict, it is surprising for me and I admire it. In addition, in Taiwan plastic bags are not free although in 

Japan they are free. Thus, I thought Taiwan is very kind country of earth. 

・Study 

About study, I took classes of Derivative and Chinese. First, Derivative class is the subject about 

economics. I haven’t studied about Derivative, so I want to learn about it and I took. Derivatives are 

the future contracts, forward contracts, option and so on. At first, this is difficult for me to learn, but 

the teacher taught deeply and slowly for us, so I could understand about them. In Derivative Class, I 

also made presentation about Tokyo Financial Exchange and Tokyo Commodity Exchange in English. 

I’m Japanese, but I didn’t know them. They are very interesting for me and it is good experience and 

knowledge that I searched about them and I did presentation in English. This is why I can learn about 

not only economics but also Japan and other countries. Second, about Chinese class, I took 2 Chinese 

classes. It’s because I have only a half year in Taiwan and I want to learn Chinese as possible as I can. 

One class is level 1 Chinese class and another class is basic Chinese class. About level 1 Chinese class, 

we learned how to speak Chinese when we buy something, introduce about ourselves to other people 

and so on. About basic Chinese class, we learned many things from pinyin and how to pronounce the 

Chinese words to the words and sentences of using in daily life. The teacher tried to speak only 

Chinese and speak English sometimes, and I tried to listen to Chinese and speak only Chinese very 

hard. I think I can progress my Chinese skill (especially, listening and speaking) so much than before, 

because I become that I can talk a little with people in Chinese in the store and I can listen to a little 

Chinese my roommate speak sometimes. I was very happy when I noticed about it and I thought I want 

to learn Chinese more. In Hualien, there is a few Japanese and other countries’ people, so many 

Taiwanese people can speak only Chinese and we have to speak Chinese to communicate with them. 

At first, it is very big problem for me because I cannot listen to Chinese and speak Chinese before, but 

now it was changed. Now I think that Hualien is very good city for exchange students because they can 

learn and use Chinese in daily life. About basic Chinese class, I could learn pinyin and how to 

pronounce them, Also, Japanese student is only me, so I was very nervous, but actually I could make 

many other countries’ friends. In basic Chinese class, I could know about not only Chinese and Taiwan 

but also other countries (For example, Indonesia and Philippines) because there are many countries’ 

students in basic Chinese class. This is why I could learn about many things by Chinese class, and all 

of them is good study for me. 

・Friends 

I could meet best friends in Taiwan. This is the most important memory for me in Taiwan. They are so 

kind of me and taught many things which I didn’t know before to me. Thanks to them, I could enjoy to 



spend time in Taiwan, especially in Hualien and Dong Hwa University. I made friends with Chinese 

exchange students, Taiwanese students and Taiwanese people who exchange language between 

Chinese and Japanese. About Chinese friends, I could made friends with many Chinese because my 

roommates are Chinese exchange students and many Chinese students came to Taiwan. I have never 

talked with Chinese people before, but they are friendlier than I thought and they know many things 

about history and politics. I was very surprised at it. Sometimes, we talked about Japan, China and 

Taiwan, I think that although history and politics are very complicated, this is important experience for 

me to know about thinking of them. About Taiwanese friends, we can exchange languages between 

Chinese and Japanese, and this is the first time of exchanging language for me. By exchanging 

languages, I can notice that it is good way to study language each other and we can know more deeply 

about our culture. Also, I can notice that my image about Taiwan and their image about Japan are 

wrong sometimes. I think I cannot know about them if I was in Japan. This is why, It is the most 

important thing for me to meet best friends of other countries. I can notice what I think this is correct 

isn’t always correct, I become I can understand their thinking than before. 

・Life of dormitory 

About dormitory, I have never live in dormitory before, so I cannot image about it before coming to Taiwan. 

My room is a room for four people, and my roommates are one Japanese and two Chinese. Chinese 

roommates are accustomed of living in dormitory because they live in dormitory in China. At first, I was 

very nervous because I don’t have opportunity like this before and I have never live with other people. 

Actually, they are very kind and we can be best friend, so I am happy that my room is a room not for one 

person but for four people now. However, at first, I think it is difficult to live for four people in a room. It is 

because life style and our thinking is not always same. For example, Chinese people often sleep not only in 

the night but also in the afternoon, and they turn off the light and close the curtain. However, it is not famous 

in Japan and many Japanese people don’t do it, so I and my Japanese friend was very surprised at it at first. 

However, I think it’s very good habit for us because our body and our brain can have a rest by doing it, we 

can concentrate on doing next activity. This is how, we have other culture, life style and thinking each other, 

but we can change ourselves and I think we can become more flexible to others than before by it. I could 

learn to considerate of others. Also, we can cooperate each other whenever we have some problems. This is 

good experience for me, and I believe it will lead my thinking and confidence from now. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


