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I think Dong Hwa University is a really good choice for me. It is because I could precious experience 

with beautiful natures, and especially, hiking for Taroko is the most special memory in Taiwan. This is 

the first time going like this long hiking and staying in tribe people’s house, and it was really exciting 

for me. Also, I could meet one older tribe man who can speak Japanese, and he told me about the 

Taiwan’s colony period of Japan. At that time, tears rolling down my face naturally. I will never forget 

about him, I think I should not have to forget his talk. If I had chosen the university in Taipei, I could 

not have experienced like this. 

But, school life in Dong Hwa University was harder than I had expected. Styles of class was almost 

different between Taiwan and Japan, and most of my classmates could speak English confidently, so it 

was difficult for me to express my opinions. Especially, presentation was the weak point for me.  

Presentation skills of my classmates was good, so I was able to learn from other students. I really 

respect the language ability, and the mind to try to speak English of my classmates. I felt that it is a 

point lacking in Japanese students. Also, living with another people was harder than I had expected. 

My roommate was all exchange students from China, and I liked them very much. But, there were 

some difference of recognition according to the difference of culture. At first, I felt really nerves and 

irritated them. But, as I understood their personality or values, I gradually got to be patient. 

 Thanks to this studying abroad, I could reconfirm the importance of my family. This is the first time 

for me that lived apart from my family and I noticed that I was always too dependent. By doing all 

things myself, I could understand the feeling of my mother. I thought that I had to reconsider my daily 

life attitude. Also, my family always cared about me while living in Taiwan, so I though that I should 

thank for my family.  

 In this semester, I had one goal for my school life; No late no absence. This was basic things, but at 

the same time, this was difficult things. When I came here at first, I felt study in Dong Hwa was not 

easy for me, and sometimes I cannot understand English of my teacher or my classmates. So, at that 

time I decided that I never absent all my class, and I never late all my class. I thought that making the 



base was most important. Finally, I could achieve this goal, and one of my teacher could realize my   

behavior. Actually, my English or ability was not so good, but I think I could show the passion for 

studying. So, there is no regret for all my classes. I did do my best. 

 By this school life in Dong Hwa University, I learned fifth things. First one is “Do not judge people 

by attributes”. Before I came here, maybe I had judged the foreigner by the image of national 

character. But, as I live with roommates or communicate with Taiwanese students or other 

international students, I could know the personality of theirs. Although there is some national character 

according to each country, everyone is not the same. So, I really felt that I should have to understand as 

an individual, and I should not think that foreigners are special. I could realize because of sharing a 

long time with foreigner in here. Second one is “The importance of English”. Of course, to be able to 

speak English is not all. I could do it even if I was not good at English. But, I often felt, if I were spoke 

English more well, I could more and more close to my friends. Sometimes I was very frustrating. I 

know good communication skill is not only language ability but also the passion to communicate with 

people. But, it is better to have English proficiency. Although I knew the importance of English ability, 

I was able to reconfirm thanks to came here. Third one is “Japan viewed from the outside”. Generally 

Japanese will be recognized like a shy, polite, and fit for other people. I knew this before came here. 

But after I came here I clearly understood why is it recognized like this. I thought that I was also one of 

them exactly. I think it can be a good point or bad point, especially the point to fit for other people. We 

often fit for other people so that things go well. But in here, many people have own opinion and tell 

other people clearly. They do not be afraid of comments hitting each other, and have a confidence for 

own opinion. So, this point will be really bad point if we go out to the world. Fourth one is “Gratitude 

for my family and friend”. I felt it was natural in Japan, but lots of things to notice from a distance. I 

reconfirmed how I supported from them on daily life in Japan. I want to show my gratitude with action 

from now on. Last one is “Being smiling and greeting”. I think that I can make friends if I can do. I 

was always conscious this part. Many my classmates greeted when we happened to be outside classes 

even if I had never talked to them. There is little like this thing in Japan, I really like this part of 

Taiwanese or other international students. 

 As I mentioned earlier, to study English or to know the other country is important, but at the same 

time to know about the own country is most important. And I really feel I want to know about Japan 

more clearly, I have to know about Japan more correctly. It is because there is opportunity to tell about 

Japan or asked about Japan from my friends or teacher. But sometimes I could not answer clear and I 

was embarrassed as a one of Japanese people. I think since we have Japanese knowledge, I should turn 

to the world. And I was always conscious what my behavior is regarded as Japanese behavior. 

Fortunately, there are many Taiwanese who likes Japan and I really felt this by living in here. So, I 

never did not want to lower the image, and I wanted up the image by my behavior. I took care of this 

part very much 

 I appreciate for my volunteers from my heart. When I came here, I did not know anything, and I often 

asked for them. I think sometimes they felt annoyed, but they always helped me out without looking 

irritated. In addition, despite that I have to speak Chinese, they always tried to speak Japanese for us. 



When I was anxious for my life in Taiwan, I was relieved while we were talking by Japanese. Without 

their help, I could not live a fulfilling life. I cannot thank you enough for them. Also, I think I want to 

support exchange students in my home university. I would be happy if I could support even a little as I 

had done by volunteers. 

 Lastly, to be honest, I cannot say my school life in Taiwan was very fun. It was harder than I 

imagined, especially from a spiritual point of view. But I got something irreplaceable, though I cannot 

explain by words. I could face myself more than ever, and I thought of many things. I noticed a lot of 

things I did not notice before. So, I have no regrets that chosen Taiwan, and Dong Hwa University. If I 

did not chosen Hualien, I could not feel like this. I would like to thank all the things involved in me. 

When I go back to Japan, I have to start job hunting. In this study abroad, I could make sure what I 

want to do in the future. I want tourist from the abroad to know the goodness of Japan, and I want to 

support that kind of people. So, I am convinced that this experience is absolutely useful for them. For 

this, I will continue studying English and Chinese, and I hope I can speak more fluently someday. By 

this study abroad, I became indebted to a lot of people and I was dependent very much. And I could 

touch a lot of people’s kindness. With the meaning of repaying for those people, I want to do my best   

for everything. This experience in Taiwan is my biggest memory in my life. I will never forget 

precious experiences, feelings, and people. I hope I will take my families to Hualien and introduce this 

important place someday. I really like Taiwan and Dong Hwa University. Thank you so much.     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


