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Studying abroad has been one of the most important periods of my life. It has contained 

exposure to various cultures not all of which are Taiwanese, various levels of travel experience 

and more personal development than I would have thought possible after such a short period 

of time. It has had a deep effect on me because people from all over the world come to NDHU 

to study which means those people bring their cultures and varying schools of thought. When 

people study together they discover new methods of study and research and this is exemplified 

when you bring together as many international students and cultures that are present here at 

NDHU. Studying abroad is a mutually beneficial experience in the way that the host school has 

multiple cultures that get exposed to one another and the international students involved get 

to meet people and cultures that they would never be exposed to otherwise. I believe studying 

abroad can help to connect the entire world in a way that would never have been possible in 

the past. My study abroad experience has changed me in so many ways for the better and most 

students that I have interacted with while at NDHU would agree that coming to study abroad at 

NDHU is one of the best decisions one can make in their life. 

The students that I have met during my time at NDHU have been so nice and accepting of 

me and my culture, and also so willing to share their own culture with me. I have made many 

friends from various parts of the world and that never would have happened without NDHU. I’ve 

gotten to experience the cultures of Taiwan, Spain, Indonesia, Korea, and Japan to name a few, 

and I never even had to leave the campus of the university. This is one experience that I would 



never trade for anything in the world and I think one would be hard-pressed to find a university 

as culturally diverse as NDHU is, somewhere else in the world. 

I have improved so much as a person and a human being while here at NDHU. I have been 

exposed to and learned new languages and I’ve also found a lot of interests that I share with 

other students. NDHU has many clubs and group activities going on, on campus, all year around 

and I was lucky to be involved in the ones that I was. I came to know how it feels to live 

independently and really got to experience what it is like to live abroad and develop my life as I 

want it. This experience has taught me how to make decisions on my own and being at a 

university such as Dong Hwa really exposes one to how many options one has when living life 

abroad. I got to experience a totally different and refreshing education system, that doesn’t really 

compare to one that I would get back in the U.S. School is taken very seriously here, but somehow 

the university and its staff seem to maintain a belief that school doesn’t have to be boring and 

that learning is still fun. All my experiences here at NDHU have made me much more confident 

about the way I want to live my life and have really taught me that I can do what I want when I 

want to regarding my life. This experience has also served to build my resume because I am now 

able to say that I lived alone in a foreign country and studied abroad at an English taught 

computer science program.  

While the school is great and my experience at the university has been very rewarding 

and enriching, the best part about Taiwan has got to be the sightseeing and easily accessible 

travel all over the island. Dong Hwa university is in one of the best locations in Taiwan for those 

who want to travel and love sightseeing. Located just a short drive South from one of the most 



gorgeous and famous sightseeing locations in Taiwan, Taroko gorge, NDHU is the perfect place 

for those who love to travel. While at NDHU I have had the opportunity to travel all over the 

island and see all of the best places to travel, from Kenting to Kaohsiung to Taipei to Hualien and 

Taroko, this country is one hundred percent beautiful. Early on into my stay at NDHU I made 

friends with several Taiwanese students who helped me find, showed me, and traveled with me 

to all the best travel destinations in Taiwan. My experience at Dong Hwa has really been 

rewarding and I would never trade the friends I have made, the travel I have experienced, and 

the culture I have absorbed for anything in the world. 

It is my opinion that people aren’t citizens of their state or country, but rather citizens of the 

world and this trip has done nothing but reinforce that belief in me. Whenever somebody travels 

to a new destination it is inevitable that he/she will  learn something and I learned that NDHU 

was the best decision I could have made in my current position in life. NDHU has been beyond 

enriching for me and to anybody who would ask me whether I recommend Dong Hwa or not I 

would say yes. Studying abroad is first and foremost about the education one will receive, but 

my experience here was deeper than that. I became cultured during my time in Taiwan and NDHU 

is main the reason behind that. I benefitted not only as a student, but also as a person and global 

citizen from my study abroad experience at National Dong Hwa University. 

 


