
Hello, my name is Kristýna Kalistová and I am an exchange student from Czech Republic. So 

why am I here? Our University in Czech offered an exchange program in Taiwan for one 

semester and I had to accept this challenge because I wanted to travel to the other side of the 

world and I wanted to know Taiwanese culture and people. But why did I choose Dong Hwa 

University? I do not like big cities and when I saw pictures from this university, its surroundings 

like mountains, coastline and ocean, I had to go there.  

We arrived around midnight to campus so I didn’t see anything from the taxi, but we were 

driving so long through campus that I knew it is really really large. That’s why I am so happy 

that we could rent a bike for the whole semester. For two months, I lived in new dormitory and 

I liked it there. Furniture was kind of new, the room had balcony, internet connection, there was 

shared kitchen, laundry and common room. Family Mart was close, just 5 minutes of walking 

from my room. But what I did not like, was our bathroom, because it was dirty. I also missed 

Wi-Fi connection in our room. And I am very sad because our roommates did not speak English 

with us. Then we moved with our friends outside of the campus. 

First day of school was kind of chaotic. We had welcome meeting in student activities center 

and all people were very kind. But we spent there about 2 hours and all speeches and videos 

were in Chinese, so we did not understand it. Then we had to get stamps from our dormitory, 

department and so on, so we were cycling through the campus there and back. But in the end, 

everything was ok. 

At first I chose about 9 classes, but almost all of them were in Chinese and some of them I did 

not like. Finally, I chose just 4 classes – Yogalates, Fundamental Chinese, English for Business 

and German. I liked yogalates even though professor didn’t speak English. Sometimes I wanted 

to know what the professor was saying, what to do and how, how to breath and so on. Class 

took about 1 and half hour, so sometimes it was hard for me to stay alive. But it helped me to 

improve my flexibility and how to concentrate only on my breathing, each part of my body 

separately and so on. Our midterm exam was to prepare presentation about chapters from book 

and final exam was to show some yoga pose. 

Fundamental Chinese was compulsory class. We learned basics of Chinese, pinyin, characters, 

daily conversation. I liked every class, because every class was interesting and sometimes funny. 

I had to do homework for each class like practicing characters or homework from textbook. 

There was midterm exam consisting of listening, grammar and oral test. Other requirement was 

to write self-introduction in Chinese, prepare Chinese movie with group members. I loved this 

part, because it was funny. And there was also final exam consisting of listening, grammar and 

oral test. Again. Even though 3-hour long classes were sometimes too much for me, I think we 

were good group of people and our professor was really good and kind. 

Our professor also found us Chinese tutor Mina. We met every week for one hour and she 

always taught us something new. We were practicing Chinese, learning new characters, pinyin, 

colors, days, months and so on. But we also did many interesting things like playing games, 

singing, painting mandalas and cutting out Chinese character. I can recommend Mina as a good 

Chinese tutor! 

 

 



After Fundamental Chinese, I had German class. First classes were focused on location and 

interesting information about Germany. Then we started to learn basics of German language. I 

think we learned about 4 lections from some German student's book. Our professor was good 

and sometimes he was making good jokes.  

Last class is English for Business. Our professor was Reyna Lee and she was good! I liked 

every class, because we were doing interesting activities with our business partners or in groups. 

So, it was funny and not boring at all! Because of these activities I met a lot of new friends from 

Taiwan, Indonesia and Malaysia. At almost every class there was some project. Midterm exam 

was group presentation about some company that we chose. And we could also choose if we 

want to do SWOT analysis or marketing strategy. Our group chose marketing strategy of 

AirAsia. For our final exam, we had to prepare a short movie. At first we chose some existing 

advertisement about what we like. So, our group chose Apple Music. Then we had to invent 

our own advertisement. We had 3 meeting to finish the movie, but I enjoyed it so much. It was 

funny.  I wish we had class like this also in Czech Republic. Because it was not only about to 

learn thousands of new words and theory, but it was mainly about practice and experience.  

Our stay was not only about studying, university also organized trip to Taroko National Park. 

We went there by bus with other international students. I really loved this place! Taroko's nature 

is so amazing! We visited 3 trails I think and I liked all of them, maybe that one with with 

waterfalls, called Baiyang trail, was the best! We also got good lunch – fried chicken with rice, 

and on our way back we got lemonade. But this was not the only place we visited. Our second 

stop was beautiful Qingshui Cliff where we spent about 30 minutes. And then we went back to 

the university.  

I also took part in another event organized by university – fusion cuisine festival. We were 

group of 5 people from Europe and we cooked goulash with potato pancakes. We prepared 

goulash one day before the event because then it tastes much better. And I think it tastes like 

goulash cooked by my mother. Unfortunately, we got only one cooker so I was in a big stress 

because there was a long queue of people waiting for our food, but I could not prepare the 

pancakes so quickly. But we made it and I hope everyone liked our food. It was not only about 

cooking, because festival participants were collecting stamps by winning games prepared by us. 

Our game was really funny, I think. We had a stick and two people had to turned around the 

stick 10 times. Then they got a glass of water in their hand, they had to run like 10 meters, drink 

all the water and then say word in Polish, Czech or Russian. And in the end a lot of people 

danced and took photos at the stage. There were many people participating and I think all of 

them enjoyed this event. We have a lot of photos and also unforgettable memories. 

Next to events organized by university we also travelled by ourselves. We visited many places 

in Taiwan, we went along east coast to Taitung, then through mountains to Kenting National 

Park, Kaoshiung, Tainan, Alishan National Scenic Area, Yushan National Park, Sun Moon 

Lake and in the end Palumoanshe. It was our 10 days long trip, we enjoyed it so much and 

experienced other parts of Taiwan. We were also in Taipei. I mainly wanted to see Taipei 101 

because I remember name of this building from grammar school and I was so curious. It was 

just like I expected – amazing. Then we were in Taipei's Zoo, Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall, night 

markets and so on. My favorite place near Taipei was Yehliu Geopark where I saw amazing 

rock formations. Unfortunately, it was raining all the time.  

  



We often went to Hualien, because it’s the nearest city here. We went there usually by bus or 

train. What I liked the most was night market, where I tasted a lot of new food, experienced the 

culture, there were people singing and dancing on the street, playing games. It is near the ocean 

so I enjoyed eating food at the beach while listening ocean waves. Sometimes we went to 

Hualien for shopping. We bought some new clothes or food. And the third favorite activity in 

Hualien was Tom's world, where we spent a lot of time and a lot of money I think . When we 

wanted to go to nature, we went to Liyu lake, or Liyu mountain where you can find beautiful 

view of Dong Hwa University and its surroundings. 

I am so happy and thankful for this opportunity to come to Taiwan. I spent there just 5 months 

but it was absolutely amazing. I met a lot of new friends, tried a lot of new kinds of food, 

experienced Taiwanese daily life, campus life, visited so many places in Taiwan. I hope I will 

come back one day and meet my friends again. I would like to say a big thank you to Dong 

Hwa University, University of Hradec Králové and my family for that opportunity to 

experienced Taiwan. 

 


