
國立東華大學 

National Dong Hwa University 

姐妹校國際交換交流學生心得報告 

International Inbound Exchange Student Report 
 

姓名 Name Petra Henclova 國籍 Nationality Czech republic 

學號 School No   W10130002 

交換系所 Host Department Management science and finance 

原學校 Home University University of Hradec Kralove 

原系所 Home Department Financial management 

交換交流期間 

 Exchange Period 

自 From 2013年 year / 2月 month  

至 To  2013年 year / 6月 month 

My First Asian Experience 

The reason why I wanted to go to Taiwan was to get to know new culture, find out how people 

in different places are living and travel not only through Taiwan but to visit more places in Asia. I 

knew it was my only possibility to get to the Asia because just flight ticket was as expensive as few 

months vacation here. And who wants to spend all money for transportation? There are better ways 

how to spend money here. So I combined business with pleasure, studying with traveling. I got 

scholarship from my home university which covers almost all my expenditures. Then it was not 

difficult decision to spend my own money to cover costs associated with traveling around. 

As I said I wanted to get to know with the foreign culture and their customs. And what is the 

best way how to do this? To live in their society. Not just spend some time in the hotel and go 

sightseeing. I mean to study in Asian school, go for lunch with Asian people, even live with them in 

same room and help them with their troubles. Experienced differences between us on my own. It also 

meant for me to focus on my own problems. I had so much time to myself, to think about my needs 

and wishes. I have never lived alone so it was test if I can survive without care from my parents. I had 

to take care of myself and sometimes take care of my other Czech friend. I had to organize everything 

on my own. 

I am very glad I got this chance. I have not visited only Taiwan, but also Thailand, Philippines 

and Bali. I think it helped me to understand Asian people more and it is also good to see that every 

country, every nation is original. For Europeans, all Asian people are similar. But now I see that every 

country differs a lot. At first, I could not understand why it is said that Taiwan is so high-tech. All this 

high-tech staffs are normal for Europeans, they are parts of our lives and we take them as certainty. But 

in comparison with other countries I visited last few months, Taiwan is really higher level and is well 

developed country. 



When I decided to go to Taiwan, I could choose among five universities. I will never regret that 

I chose the National Dong Hwa University. I love this school, I love this pure environment. The 

campus of the university is very large and includes everything what student could need. Lots o 

restaurants where students can choose from different styles of cuisine, all kinds of sport facilities and 

playgrounds, shops, huge library and bookstore etc. For example I love sport so I am happy I can go 

swimming every day, go jogging or that I can attend course of badminton and sailing and learn its 

rules. Our sailing class is tough in Chinese which makes it little bit more difficult for us. But teacher is 

very nice and try to tell us everything important in English. Sometimes it is hard not to be bored while 

sitting in dorms. But I supposed that this cannot happen to regular students. It is just enough to choose 

some club which is focused on the activity you are good at or which you like. I noticed that when you 

do not want to spend all your time with sleeping or playing computer games, you take part of some 

club. And I really like this system. On my opinion students here are happier. Spending time with friend 

in the club makes them less nervous and it minimizes stress from studying. And I also enjoy looking at 

people dancing at public places as mirrors next to the 7/11 or looking at the others playing collective 

games as volleyball, basketball, football or Frisbee. 

My exchange program here gives me lots of new friends. People who have helped me since my 

first day here – buddies, my temporary schoolmates or roommates. I didn’t have as much chances as I 

wanted to hang out with them. But we spent beautiful moments together and I will remember it all my 

life. I want to specially thank to one girl from buddy system named Yvonne. She helped us more than 

we could wait from normal buddy. In March we were planning to go to Kaohsiung. When she heard 

about it, she immediately offered us staying in her home with her family. As she promised, she 

accommodated us and showed us some places in Kaohsiung. She did not do it because it was her duty 

but because it makes her happy. We spent some time with her family and talked with her father about 

differences among our countries, which was very interesting for all of us. I really appreciated what she 

was doing for us whole semester. 

I am also very thankful to my schoolmate Cola. She helped us every time we asked for it. She 

invited us to spend some time with her in her grandma’s house. On my opinion it will be the best way 

how to say goodbye to Taiwan. We will spend our last days in real Taiwanese home and this time it 

will be easier for us. We already know Taiwanese customs, we are able to eat with chop sticks and we 

know basic Chinese words which we need for being polite host. I am looking forward to time we will 

spend together there. Cola is going next semester to my home university in Czech and I know it will be 

my turn. I am not in buddy system of my school but I will be there for her and I am looking forward to 

days we will spend in Czech together. I will be there prepared to help her as much as she was helping 

us. 

Coming to Taiwan was my biggest life experience. I remember my first moments but it seems 

to me that it is years what I first came to Dong Hwa. My first expression was that school campus is 

huge. And it really is. So I was very glad we get bikes from school. Our first day in school, buddy girls 



took us to Hualien downtown and helped us to buy all staffs we could need to live here for half a year. 

They showed us some shops, restaurants and took us for our first Taiwanese food. They also tried to 

give us lesson of using chop sticks but we were hopeless. It is unbelievable that know sometimes I 

rather eat witch chopsticks that with fork. Semester is at the end and I know I have to say goodbye to 

all these fantastic people. It is even more difficult when I imagine that this is the last time I see most of 

them. I do not suppose to go to Taiwan soon again and they do not suppose to go to the Europe soon. 

We already have some lunch together to say goodbye to each other but we cannot do it. We still believe 

in meeting during next days and postpone saying last goodbye. 

I want to thanks also to all my teachers who were very considerate and sympathetic and enable 

us to travel during our studies. For example our teacher of English communications Andrew Smith, 

who was very patient with all Taiwanese students. As I notice every day people here are good at 

English grammar but they are shy to speak. They are used to write essays but they should get used to 

speak more because the biggest advantage of knowledge of foreign language is to use it during your 

journeys to communicate with people from all over the world. 

I had lots of chances to exam my English last few months. During my journeys I met people 

from different corners of world and I was able to speak with all of them. English was second language 

for all of us but we were talking with each other as it was our native language. In Philippines we met 

group of Taiwanese people and had also good chance to test our basic Chinese phrases. They were 

surprised that they saw Europeans who were able to speak Chinese and we were surprised that they 

understand us. Maybe it was the only chance to use what we learnt. Maybe we will go to Chinese 

restaurant in Czech to try what we remember from our Chinese class and I am sure it will be fun for 

both of us – people in restaurant and me as well. 

It was the best school of life I could get in few months. I can recommend to everybody to study 

abroad. There is nothing you should be worry about because you are not alone, every time there are 

people waiting to help you. By these papers I would like to thank all of these great people in Dong 

Hwa University and in Hradec Kralove University. Thank you all! 

 

 


